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April 12, 2023,  

Kyiv 
 

Dear Director-General,  
 

On behalf of the National Commission of Ukraine for UNESCO, I have the 
pleasure of supporting the candidacy of the Portuguese city of Castelo 
Branco to the UNESCO Creative Cities Network, in the Handicrafts and Folk 
Arts category, with a particular focus on the Castelo Branco Embroidery.  

Castelo Branco Embroidery possesses are unique, intricate, infinitely 
beautiful, and the epitome of art. They are therefore the national asset 
integral to Portuguese identity and deserve to receive proper recognition 
from UNESCO. 

Boasting three members of the Network, Lviv and Odesa in the Literature 
and Kharkiv in the Music categories, Ukraine would gladly welcome Castelo 
Branco as a new partner capable of not only building promising synergies 
with our existing member cities but also of further bringing our national 
handicrafts and folk art to an international level. 

We believe that the inclusion of Castelo Branco in the UNESCO Creative 
Cities Network will significantly strengthen cooperation with cities around 
the world that also recognize creativity as a strategic factor for sustainable 
development.  

Please accept my gratitude for your kind consideration of this nomination. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

President of the National 
Commission of Ukraine for UNESCO 

Emine DZHAPAROVA 

 

 
Ms Audrey Azoulay 
Director-General of UNESCO 




